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show us the way to the railway. I do not want my
guns to be caught in bad country in the dark, so I
am going to wait for dawn before starting." I ex-
pressed polite surprise that no guide had been pro-
vided, and suggested that use should be made of
Lawrence's braves, who must, I imagined, know
the country inside out. Nuri accepted gratefully,
so I sent for Rahayil and promised him a present
if he would lead the detachment by a good way to
the post that we were to attack. To my disappoint-
ment he protested that though he could have found
the way by daylight, he would not undertake to
guide guns there by night, and declined to have
anything to do with it. As the difficulty seemed
only to be that he did not know what kind of country
guns could go over, I told Nuri that Rahayil and I
would guide the column somehow, he finding the
general direction and I correcting it if the going
looked too bad for the guns.
We started off at about four, and succeeded in
bringing the guns to the proper position. Some
time was then wasted while Nuri wrote out his
orders for the attack on the post which guarded the
bridges. After two hours' bombardment and a
cautious advance on up-to-date lines by the Sheri-
fian infantry, the post was occupied without
casualty. Only one Turk was found in it, the rest
of the garrison having sneaked away into Abu
Jerdun during the bombardment, and he was taken
prisoner. The Bedouin irregulars who had at-
tached themselves to the force were quite useless,
reserving themselves for a dash into the post when
all resistance was over, and a first dip into what-
ever lucky-bag might be found there.
As soon as the post had fallen, we proceeded to